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should retain possession at least pending instructions
from my government. With the mail facilities at
that time, certainly two months would elapse before
such instructions could reach me from Washington,
a fact well known to his Excellency. Mr. Reiter
lost no time in getting ashore, nor did my message
to the governor lose any of its force in transmission.

The governor expressed astonishment and some
petulance. He exclaimed:

"Why does your government send irresponsible
boys in command of its ships to foreign ports?"

At the time I was thirty-six years old, and there-
fore not exactly a boy,

Mr. Reiter assured him that T meant literally
every word that I had said. The governor, looking
from his window, observed that the Narragtinsrtt
had just completed a shift of anchorage to a loca-
tion commanding the main street of the city, his
own official residence, and the custom-house. He
sent word, and kept it, that the troops would be
despatched immediately and that I need have no
further apprehensions.

Some months later I received from the Navy De-
partment a clipping from a New York newspaper
with head-lines announcing, "The right man in
the right place/' and text which narrated in lauda-
tory terms the foregoing incident. The clipping was
pasted on a sheet of official note-paper and followed
by a written line: 'The Department still awaitsequest, I should
